FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 22, 2026

Divine Service Setting Four, pg. 203
Rev. Don McKillop, Vacancy Pastor

Confession and Absolution
907 God Himself Is Present
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Is our God and Sav - ior; Praise His name for - ev - er!
Hear, O Christ, the prais - es That Your Church now rais - es.
Rule Your Church ter - res - trial As hosts ce - les - tial

Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697-1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760-1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756-90, alt. | Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-80 | Text ar.1d tune: Public domain

Please stand.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness
P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: v. 15
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
You may be seated.

Children’s Sermon

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14

IThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. ?And he led me around among them, and
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. >And he
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” “Then
he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. °Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. ®And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 3And I looked, and behold, there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no
breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the
breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain,
that they may live.” '°So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

""Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” ?Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O
my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. *And you shall know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. *And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that [ am
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Epistle Romans 8:1-11
IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For God has done what
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *in order that the righteous requirement of the law might

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. *For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to
the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. *Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

%Y ou, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 'If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Holy Gospel John 11:1-45
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. *So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son
of God may be glorified through it.”

*Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. °So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us
go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you,
and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. °But if anyone walks
in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” ! After saying these things, he said to
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” ?The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” *Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. *Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, *and
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '6So
Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

""Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, "and many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 2!Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. >’But even now I know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you.” #Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ?*Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” **Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 2°and everyone

Fifth Sunday in Lent | March 22, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. at Trinity — 10:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Page 4 of 11



who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 2’She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” 2 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 3’Now
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him.
3'When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out,
they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *>Now when Mary came
to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” *When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. **And he said, “Where have
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus wept. **So the Jews said, “See how
he loved him!” 3"But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also
have kept this man from dying?”

33Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” *°Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you
that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” #!So they took away the stone. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. **I knew that you always
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you
sent me.” **When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”
#The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

#Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

You may be seated for our sermon hymn.
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728 How Firm a Foundation
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And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - domn,
) &
s . i . o * & &
L. - |
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Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
ri nev - er, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs  they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. | Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester | Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon "Can These Bones Live?"

Please stand.

Prayer of the Church
Prayer Response
P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You may be seated as we gather our offerings.
Offering

Hymn as offerings are brought forward.
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781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1-2
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew -ards true re - ceive
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All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -1y, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 | Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 | Text and tune: Public domain
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 208
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal

life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain;
yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your

promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
9 ,ﬂu i . . 1
GE= - . a
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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You may be seated.
Distribution
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Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951
Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004880

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
(P) Let us pray.

LSB 211

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days
of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
[P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Fifth Sunday in Lent | March 22, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. at Trinity — 10:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s

Page 10 of 11

LSB 212



917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise
2 Grant us Thy peace up - on our home - ward way;
3 Grant wus Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With  Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - to light.
Our balm in sor - Tow and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and dan - ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly  bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy  name.
For dark and light are both  a - like to Thee.
Call us, O Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93
Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901
Text and tune: Public domain
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